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WORLD FEDERATION OF DORPER BREEDERS
It has been a while since the last communication with all the members of the World Federation of Dorper Breeders.

Mrs. Charlotte Milne retired at the beginning of 2011 and I have taken over her position at the Dorper Sheep Breeders Society of South Africa. I did meet some of our International Dorper friends (through emails) already and I’m hoping to meet all the other members in the near future.
Let me firstly apologize for the lack of communication from my side, but it has been a very busy year. 
There is a few matters that I need to bring under you attention and also require feedback from you.

· Mr. Gideon Vivier resigned as the President of the World Federation of Dorper Breeders and also as a council member of the South African Dorper Sheep Breeders Society. 
The South African council recommended that the Breed Director of the South African Dorper Society act as President of the World Federation of Dorper Breeders until such time that a President can be elected at the World Federation’s next meeting. 
You are requested to let me know if you support the recommendation of the council or if you want to recommend someone else as acting president. 
· The next meeting of the World Federation of Dorper Breeders will take place during the International Dorper Show in South Africa in 2012. Pretoria will host the show and the preliminary date for the show is 27-31 August 2012. As soon as the dates are confirmed I will inform you accordingly.

· You are invited to let us know if there is anything that you would like to see on the Agenda of the next World Federation of Dorper Breeders meeting.
As mentioned before, it has been a very busy year and there is still a growing demand for Dorpers in Africa and the rest of the World. Our inspectors offered many courses abroad and were also invited to judge Dorper shows in various countries. Their feedback was that the general standard of Dorpers across the world is very good. It is great to hear and see that people or over the World are trying to constantly improve the Dorper.

The South African Society also has a new President (Dries Wiese, drieswiese@mweb.co.za ) and Vice President (Rikus van der Merwe westfront@apcmail.co.za ) that was elected during our last AGM in July 2011. There is also a shift in focus with regard to the Dorpers in South Africa to the extent that “we have made them as beautiful as we possibly can; we now need to focus on their functionality again” (quoted from Dries Wiese’ article in an agricultural magazine).

Dorper Breeders in South Africa are increasingly doing performance testing of animals and it is great to see that Dorpers tested the second highest number of all animals of all small stock breeds in South Africa. 

I am also happy to report that the Dorpers once again won the Annual National Carcass competition in South Africa for the 15th consecutive time in as many years. Not only did the Dorpers won; they completely dominated the competition by taking all but 2 places in the first 40 places. Dorpers are the carcass king!
The Dorper International Sale will take place at Upington on 2 & 3 November 2011 and I will publish some photos and results on www.dorpersa.co.za for those who are interested.

Finally I want to request that you share any Dorper news around the World with us. We would like to keep everyone informed and maybe we can publish the news/events etc. either on our web page or it might be a good time that the World Federation of Dorper Breeders gets their own web page to keep members up to date with what’s happening with the Dorper all over the World.

Hope to hear from you soon and I’m looking forward to meet you at the August 2012 meeting.

Regards,
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………………….

Breed Director 

Attie Westraad

PAGE  
2

